Spring Newsletter — May 2025

Brighton and Hove Green Spaces Forum (BHGSF) is a volunteer organisation providing an independent
voice and communication hub for volunteer groups working with Brighton & Hove’s parks and open spaces.

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter. Since our last Newsletter members have had the opportunity to hear
from and ask questions of the new City Council Culture & Environment Director and CityParks
management team. We held our AGM on 26th February and have been busy planning our next Autumn
Seminar event on 10" September. Please read on to find out more..

MEETING WITH CITY COUNCIL CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

On 13" May around 30 BHGSF member groups were represented in a Zoom meeting hosted for green space
volunteers by Chenine Bhathena. Councillor Alan Robins who is the Council’s Cabinet Member for Parks &
Recreation also presented on the call. Chenine shared a great deal of information on new strategies and plans
for the city. Focusing on how important our volunteer community is to them (and vice-versa). She also
responded to a number of questions. The notes from this meeting (including a recording of it) were emailed
to all members on 14" May.

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES — WEDS 10" SEPT - 2025 AUTUMN SEMINAR

Our 2025 Spring Seminar will take place from Spm on Wednesday 10" September at Friends Meeting
House in Ship Street, Brighton. The theme for the event will be ‘Nurturing our city’. We will announce full
details of the event, including it’s presenters very soon.

The countryside charity
m Sussex

CELEBRATING BRIGHTON’S TREES - June 14-15 and 21-22

A festival celebrating the value, impact and beauty of trees returns this summer with an even bigger
programme of events. Centred around two weeks in June, but with events throughout the spring and
summer, the Tree Festival 2025 offers something for everyone to enjoy.

From tours and talks to poetry and workshops, all the events have one thing in common-— they celebrate the
amazing value and beauty of trees. Following the success of last year’s event, this year’s programme has
been expanded beyond Brighton & Hove to include Sussex’s entire Living Coast Biosphere.
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Brighton-based events include The Music of Trees with Geoff
Robb, Tree Hunts and Family Fun in Preston Park and a free,
activity-filled wellbeing walk in Hove Park.

View the full programme here:
https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/tree-festival/

The Tree Festival is organised by CPRE Sussex, the
countryside charity, volunteers and local groups. It forms part
of the charity’s wider work to promote the value trees and
increase tree cover across Brighton & Hove.
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This includes Plant Your Postcode — a volunteer-led project VﬂiO Gardens tree wal

initiated by CPRE Sussex in association with Hove Civic
Society. Working with Brighton & Hove City Council the Pollinators in the trees

charity supports communities to plant new trees and replace old
or dying ones. Find out more here:
https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/what-we-care-about/nature-and-
landscapes/plant-your-postcode/

The charity is also calling for a significant proportion of the
Council’s developer-funded multimillion-pound Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) to help restore the city’s trees —
critical infrastructure for us all!

Read more here: https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/news/call-for-
ringfenced-funding-for-brighton-hoves-trees/

CPRE Photography competition 2025

Celebrate the trees that shape our lives. Enter the
Photography Competition (deadline 23™ May)

“I love this tree because...” with pictures and
stories of trees that are special to you. Submit a
photograph of your favourite tree or trees here.
https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/tree-festival/i-
love-this-tree-because/

Image shows one of the 2024 winners titled ‘A//
that's broken is not lost’

ONE GARDEN BRIGHTON

This June, One Garden Brighton takes part in the Tree Festival, a celebration of trees in all their forms,
cultural, ecological and personal. Across two weekend the festival offers a thoughtful programme of talks,
guided walks, music, poetry and hands-on activities that invite visitors to connect with the trees that shape
our landscapes and lives.

Join Alex Waterfield, Grounds and Gardens Manager at One Garden Brighton for a relaxed walking tour
through the walled garden and beyond. Learn about the heritage and horticulture of some of our most loved
trees, discover lesser-known species and gain insight into how trees support bio-diversity in this carefully
designed space.

Tours are free to join on 14™ and 21°! June — you must register to attend.
https://www.onegardenbrighton.com/explore/one-events/euided-tree-tours-tree-festival-2025/date/901/2025-
06-14/2025-06-14
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BRIGHTON & HOVE WILDLIFE FORUM

The Brighton and Hove Wildlife Forum (BHWF), which shares many members with the
BHGSF, continues to work with others to protect, enhance, celebrate and increase awareness
of habitats, features and species special to Brighton and Hove.

We have been continuing to represent our members at meetings of the Brighton Downs
Alliance and Downs Advisory Panel, and recently through the BDA provided a response to local MPs on the
government's Planning and Infrastructure Bill, which, in common with Wildlife Trusts, Wildlife and
Countryside Link, the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management and many other
organisations and individuals, considers the bill a severe regression in existing environmental protection.

We have written to the Secretary of State at DEFRA to object to the continuation of dumping of dredged
sediment on the scarce chalk reef habitat at Brighton Marina, home to a suite of rare plants and animals.

Earlier this year we provided a response to Brighton and Hove City Council's City Plan 2041 Consultation
in which we emphasised the importance of nature and biodiversity to our city, our multi-functional green
network and its component parts, and urged that currently protected sites (SSSIs, Local Wildlife Sites etc)
within the city council boundary should remain undeveloped.

We have continued to lobby the City Council against the use of Glyphosate on our streets, and continue our
involvement with the Wilder Verges project which we understand is due to be expanded this year.

We currently meet online every other month, and we plan an orchid walk in June on the Downs, and a
rockpooling event at Ovingdean in September.

Please get in touch if you would like any further information through - btnhovewildlife@gmail.com

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF PARKS & GREEN SPACES

The National Federation of Parks & Green
Spaces is the umbrella organisation for green
spaces volunteer groups and Forums across the
country. One of its key aims to amplify the voices
of Friends Groups across the UK at Government
level. They provide an array of resources for
community groups via their site at:

National Federation of
Parks and Green Spaces

IS

WILD JUSTICE CAMPAIGN

The campaign group ‘Wild Justice’ (WJ) has responded to Angela Rayner's assertion that the Government's
Planning and Infrastructure Bill wouldn't diminish current environmental protection. WJ commissioned a
legal opinion which outlines the several ways in which it - in reality - does just

that. https://wildjustice.org.uk/general/planning-and-infrastructure-bill-a-legal-opinion/

https://parkscommunity.org.uk/

Chris Packham, co-director of Wild Justice said: “It’s not only 007 who has a licence to kill...this is a bid
by Number 10 to murder hard won and essential environmental legislation and unleash hell upon the last
vestiges of the UK ’s natural treasures. If this passes it will be as easy as one-two-three for developers to cut
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down that ancient tree — the tree that you 've loved all your life, the tree that supports so much life. The
chainsaws are coming, the Sycamore Gap slaying will be nothing compared to the widespread decimation of
our wildlife and its habits. Every one of us must resist this, this is not what we voted for, we voted for a
liveable future — not desolation.”

I am informed that Wild Justice also commissioned a survey of adherence to environmental conditions
attached to UK planning approvals, and found that 60%+ were ignored. With the ever-increasing
deterioration of the UK's natural environment and biodiversity it seems that what is actually required is
greater protections and more effective enforcement of such protections. It’s up to all of us to stand up to
inappropriate or damaging development threatening our green spaces and wildlife.

Dave Morris

Chair, National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces www.natfedparks.org.uk

BRIGHTON PERMACULTURE TRUST
( ﬁ. Brighton Permaculture Trust is a charity that promotes greener lifestyles and

sustainable development through design. We run courses and events and apply

o permaculture principles to our projects.
@ We are run by an experienced team of volunteers and permaculturists, supported
by a management group and trustees, and resourced through course/event fees,
® grants and donations. https://brightonpermaculture.org.uk/

Apple Blossom Day was held on the 27" April at Home Farm
Orchard Stanmer. A fun afternoon including music, talks and kids’
activities was had. Learning about permaculture and pollinators
along with Morris dancing, mindfulness, hurdle-making, along
with a variety of stalls. Look out for next year’s celebration.

Brighton Permaculture Trust is a charity that promotes greener
lifestyles and sustainable development through design. We run
courses and events and apply permaculture principles to our
projects.

We are run by an experienced team of volunteers and
permaculturists, supported by a management group and trustees,
and resourced through course/event fees, grants and donations.
https://brightonpermaculture.org.uk/

BRIGHTON & LEWES DOWNS BIOSPHERE

e Brighton & Hove is one of only a handful of urban centres
i worldwide that forms part of a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. The
Brighton & Lewes Downs Biosphere covers the area between the
unesco coast and the Downs between Shoreham-by-Sea and Lewes.

Biosphere Reserve

Explore the New Interactive UNESCO UK Website. Discover biospheres across the UK with UNESCO’s
brand new interactive website—packed with maps, stories, and resources about these unique landscapes. All
seven biospheres are on the map. https://unesco.org.uk/our-sites/biospheres
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BREEZE UP TO THE DOWNS

Hop on a Breeze bus for a scenic, sustainable journey
straight to the South Downs, whether you’re heading out for
a weekend wander or a big Bank Holiday adventure. It’s the
easiest way to explore the South Downs sustainably,
https://www.buses.co.uk/breeze-downs

‘Breeze Bus Appreciation Society"

Further to the Autumn Newsletter article "Taking the Bus for a Walk' some of us have been continuing to
apply pressure to persuade BHCC and Brighton and Hove Buses of the importance of bus routes which
allow us to access the countryside around the city and beyond. We're also keen to establish a formal group
of users and other interested parties which would be able to influence future direction. If you might be
interested, please do get in touch.

BHCC support for the '‘Breeze' routes (77, 78 and 79 - to and from Devil's Dyke, Stanmer Park and Ditchling
Beacon) is still under threat due to council funding issues, and there is still doubt as to whether they are
commercially viable, but at least there is plenty of information available to help people access these and
other services.

The excellent map, see photo, is available on Breeze route buses, in libraries and other
locations, and shows bus routes throughout the local area and up as far as Horsham,
Crawley, East Grinstead and Tunbridge Wells. We can therefore access not only the
Downs around the city, but also the countryside of the High Weald and Ashdown Forest,
and the coast as far as Eastbourne.

A digital version of the map is at - https://images-brightonhove.passenger-
website.com/downloads/Breeze%20Autumn%202024%20Web.pdf Brighton and Hove
Buses' website also has a journey planner at - https://www.buses.co.uk/breeze-downs

CORPORATE VOLUNTEERING WITH CITYPARKS RANGERS

Could you and your colleagues spend the day out of the office, helping the CityParks Rangers improve our
local parks and nature reserves? Conservation volunteering is a great way for your organisation to help make
a difference locally. Getting your employees all working together in the great outdoors and doing something
a little different from their usual work activities can be a fun and rewarding way to spend the day.

For some great testimonials from local business and long-term collaborator, Responsible Travel, watch the
short video on this link https://youtu.be/01zMsPf66 A0

All tools, gloves, guidance (and Tea
and Coffee) will be provided. To
easily organise a volunteering day for
your team, send an email to
cityparks.volunteers@brighton-

hove.gov.uk
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PEOPLE POWER AT WILDING WATERHALL

Paul Gorringe, Ranger, Brighton & Hove City Council

I’m sitting on a log, writing this in the middle of a block
of woodland at Waterhall Local Nature Reserve. It’s very
peaceful, but I’'m not alone.. In fact, wherever I look
there are people beavering away around me; Brighton
Conservation Volunteers, to be more specific, who I've
had the pleasure of working with across our city for over
15 years. This winter one of our projects involves
gradually transforming a tired, species-poor block of
even-aged Hawthorn woodland by creating islands of
open glades & new planting areas to add more diversity
& structure to this little forest. This will benefit many
plants, animals, fungi & lichen but our key species here
is the Hazel Dormouse, which needs shelter, fruit, nuts,
flowers, bugs & a continuous canopy to move around in.

Here at ‘Wilding Waterhall’ we are returning an old golf course to nature, working with grazing animals to
blend traditional management of our internationally rare & incredibly species-rich chalk grassland with a
more ‘light touch, system-led approach to slowly and more naturally reconnect the landscape, habitats &
species. But due to ‘gaps’ in the ecological processes (absence or lack of predators, megafauna, scavengers
etc) we need people to help do the work of these missing species! Working with groups like BCV, The
Friends of Waterhall, Green Gym, Wildflower Guardians, The South Downs National Trust/Park Volunteers,
Wild Flower Conservation Society, local charities, businesses and many others we are slowly and carefully
filling these gaps without the need for power tools, chemicals or large vehicles/machinery.

Here, and indeed in many parks, nature reserves and green spaces across Brighton & Hove, there is much to
do to help nature flourish and to ensure we can access it. A small team of rangers could never achieve this on
our own in a million years! Working with the huge number of people who donate their free time to support
our work and the local environment is hugely rewarding. But we’re not the only winners here... For me,
working with volunteers is a form of symbiosis that everybody benefits from! Time spent in nature is proven
to be good for the soul, and our mental health. Life ain’t easy and there’s never been a more important time
to be outside, keeping fit & healthy, learning new skills, inspiring each other, meeting like-minded people
with shared interests, discovering new places...the power of community is magical! Wilding Waterhall, as
well as most of the work & projects we’re involved in as a team across the city is as much about people as it
is about wildlife, and we simply cannot do it without YOU!!!

So, from the bottom of my heart, and on behalf of the rest of the ranger team, the Brighton Downs
landscape, the mammals, invertebrates, wildflowers, reptiles, amphibians, trees, birds, fungi & everything

else ... THANK YOU!!

Wilding Waterhall is part of Changing Chalk, a landscape-scale partnership connecting nature, people and
heritage on and around the South Downs, funded by the Lottery Heritage Fund and led by the National
Trust. https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-arts/parks-and-green-spaces/wilding-waterhall

FOW taking well-earned break. Habitat management work. Wildflower Guardians ID training with Kew
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ROUND HILL GREEN SPACES

Round Hill now has a new community pocket park
organised by Round Hill Green Spaces, under the
auspices of the area residents’ association, the Round
Hill Society.

The community pocket park consists of four large
wooden planters, made and installed by a team from
the Brighton Wood Store. It is situated on the wide
tarmacked walkway alongside the southbound bus
stop at the junction of Ditchling Road and Prince’s
Crescent. The site was chosen to provide a
welcoming pubic green and social space, as well as
to deter pavement parking.

From the initial idea to installation took five-and-a-half years. After extensive consultations with the local
community and council officers from various departments -- Communities, City Parks and Highways —
which began in October 2019, we obtained a highways license “in principle” in January 2021 only to be told
we needed planning permission. Planning permission was obtained in July 2023 and was necessary to apply
for most sources of funding. Full funding was in place by August 2024 and was obtained from a range of
sources — the UK Shared Prosperity Fund administered by the council, the Chalk Cliff Trust, Brighton &
Hove Buses, the ward funds of our councillors, the Round Hill Society, and annual plant sales. It is hoped
the Round Hill Community Pocket Park will strengthen feelings of local belonging and foster physical,
social and psychological benefits associated with maintaining the planters among volunteer gardeners.

Protecting and Promoting

' Join us for...
Benfield Hill Local Nature Reserve
* Volunteering
30 Years and Counting... e Talks

* Walks

* Surveys
www.benfieldhillinr.wixsite.com .

* Projects
BenfieldWildlifeandConservationGroup * Events

And make a difference!

benfieldhillinr benfieldhillinr@gmail.com

Benfield Wildlife and Conservation Group has had a fantastic Autumn and Winter season and now wildlife
is beginning to emerge in Spring, but I will save that for the next edition.
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We hosted the Seaford Head Naturalist Group on a lovely walk in
August and the autumn gentians were putting on a fantastic display
as you can see.

In dodgy weather in September, and courtesy of Froglife, we built a
hibernaculum for our reptiles. It was hard work mattocking through
the chalk bedrock and then putting logs in the hole, leaving gaps for
the reptiles. We overlaid it with turf and made entrances for the
reptiles to slink through into the cosy depths below.

Autumn brought fabulous fungi and Nick Alpin from the Sussex Fungi
Group led an ID walk. The fungi here is a Blackening Waxcap, which is a
grassland fungi.

In December, our herd of sheep came to do their conservation grazing
and a very good job of it they did too.

We were lucky to find a number of natural dormouse
nests in the hedgerows around the reserve. These
were found in areas where we were not expecting
them, so that it great news. It means our adorable
dormice are more widespread on the reserve than
first thought.




Our scrub bashing programme continued through the autumn and winter months and makes a huge
difference to the proliferation of chalk grassland wildflower species that are found on the Hill.

Finally in January and February the Hazel catkins start
dangling down and spreading their pollen on the breeze, -
one of the first signs of revival and revitalisation of nature
on the reserve

Contact us/follow us on:

tHH www.benfieldhillinr.wixsite.com

n BenfieldWildlifeandConservationGroup

benfieldhilllnr

Email - benfieldhilllnr@gmail.com
Sally Wadsworth. Chair, Benfield Wildlife and Conservation Group 07941 288625

Details of our Spring/Summer events and work days can be found at the following link:

https://bhgreenspaceforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Benfield-Events-List-Summer-2025.docx

STANFORD & CLEVELAND COMMUNITY GARDEN

The garden has been looking lovely with all the spring flowers including an abundance of forget-me-nots.
The autumn planted broad beans are growing well and should give us an early crop.

Our garden is adjacent to the former Montessori School which has sadly closed and is now up for sale. Since
the garden was created in 2013, we were pleased to have a shared compost heap in the school garden which
is now no longer available.
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We are very grateful to Stanford Avenue Methodist
Church for allowing us to install two compost bins in the
church grounds just opposite the garden. In return we
have been busy improving this area with plants mainly in
containers and putting down bark chippings donated by
The Arbor Barber. There is also a small wildflower area
sown with seeds for shade. In addition, The Arbor Barber
gave us enough chippings to renew the paths in the main
garden!

Our annual Spring Plant
sale took place on
Saturday May 17, We
have all been busy sowing
seeds and propagating
plants for this event which
is our major fundraiser for
the year. We raised £927
and are delighted!

We are also excited to be
part of the new Brighton
and Hove Community
Garden Trail which will
be held on Saturday 7th
June 11am-4pm*. We
hope you will show your
support and visit some or

As in former years we are again entering South and South East
in Bloom °‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ category. The fact that we
achieved good results in the past was useful when applying for
funding as it was a way of showing that the garden has made a
difference to our community and a good way of measuring our
efforts.

Application forms often ask how you can measure your
success or impact. It also helps us to focus on good
horticultural practice, environmental responsibility and
developing community spirit which is what community
gardening is all about!

*For more info on the Brighton & Hove Community
Garden Trail on 7" June (including a map of locations)
see the following link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/751663376225071/

https://www.facebook.com/Stanford AvenueCommunityGarden

. OPENDAY

7TH JUNE 2025
1AM - 4PM
x v,
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ST NICHOLAS PLAYGROUND GARDEN

Our informal gathering of families in the playground of St Nicholas Church, Brighton, have just enjoyed
their annual 'Wild Flower Seed planting™ event.

Here are two photographs showing some of the
children and adults spaced around the oval flower
bed. Each child holds a small container of wild flower
seeds. They hear how important the planting, growing
and flowering is for the bees, butterflies and

insects. The children then cast their seeds onto the
earth in front of them, and water them in.

All summer, and into Autumn, the children can see 'their'
seeds grow into plants that will flower and produce seeds
of their own, which will grow next year and feed all those
butterflies and insects.

EAST BRIGHTON GREEN SPACES NETWORK - ‘WILD EAST’

‘Wild East’ is a new network involving 10+ local

| projects and volunteers working in green spaces in
and around East Brighton, including some that are
also members of BHGSF.

Whitehawk is almost completely surrounded by a
variety of green spaces, and the aim of
e Wild East is to encourage more residents to get
out and enjoy this wide variety on their doorsteps.

‘Wild East’ also aims to encourage collaboration and resource sharing between local projects. The Trust For
Developing Communities (TDC) and BHCC have supported Wild East projects to consult local residents
about what would help to make walks appealing and accessible. They did this through conversations at
community spaces and surveys. Many residents said that shorter walks were valuable and that they would
appreciate exploring with others, to build their confidence. Isolation, poor mental health and long term
health issues are challenges here. Many residents saw the value of the green spaces and of walking but had
barriers to accessing them e.g health and mobility challenges, anxiety, financial insecurity which meant self-
care activities felt low priority. As one way to tackle the stark health inequalities in our urban edges, free
activities that support health, social connection and wellbeing are very worthwhile!
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‘Wild East’ projects are collaborating on monthly
walks which are easy to access, and generally start
‘high’ — on the top of the hills by a bus stop and finish
‘low’ to encourage new walkers. Two walks have
already been organised — one from Whitehawk Camp
to Racehill Community Orchard; and one from the
orchard through Whitehawk itself, visiting several
‘green’ locations within the community and ending at
East Brighton Park.

A walk down the length of Sheepcote Valley is being planned and others will follow. Funding is supporting
the network which will produce an illustrated map showing the various walks and projects

to encourage residents to get out and about. And — you never know! — we may even encourage some to join
up as volunteers to look after their local green heritage!

https://wildbrighton.org/wildeast/

Alan Cooke
Friends of Craven Wood; and East Brighton Green Spaces Network, aka ‘Wild East’

&l@l& A\l Trust for Move for Change
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FRIENDS OF ST ANN’S WELL GARDENS

Good News at St Ann’s Well Gardens!

We are celebrating many positive changes in St Ann’s Well Gardens —
particularly in the Sensory Garden. Our beautiful new gates, designed
and made by Jon Mills, were unveiled by Brighton and Hove mayor
Mohammed Asaduzzaman in April. At the same time our new sound
bench was revealed which, despite teething problems, is now up and
running.

The Gardens unsightly, flaking yellow railings, designed to guide people
with sight loss along the paths, are again looking pristine. The work was
done by Brighton and Hove Council Rangers supported by Responsible
Travel, who spent a hot day rubbing down the old paint work and
repainting. We were in danger of losing our excellent rating from RHS if
the work had not been done, so fingers crossed.

To keep the garden true to its name we commissioned a report to update and improve our planting. This has
involved installing new planters and work on the new scheme is ongoing. Vandalism has left the garden’s
pavilion in need of major repair. We have been offered a new one by a private benefactor, but It raises on-
going questions about collaboration between organisations like the Friends and the private sector when the
Council is involved.

We are however, delighted with the Council’s decision to include St Ann’s Well in the Council’s expansion
of the elm tree vaccination programme. The Friends of the Park have been lobbying to save our elms from
the spread of disease - so great news.
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WOODINGDEAN WILDERNESS GROUP —
A BUSY YEAR SUPPORTING LOCAL NATURE!

It’s been a fantastic year for WWG, filled with hands-on projects that have helped to care for our cherished
local greenspaces and support wildlife in our community. Here’s a look at what we’ve been up to!

We kicked off the year improving access to the w f =!
Lawn Memorial Cemetery (LMC) woods, clearing g
paths to make the area more welcoming for
visitors. In February, we embraced tradition with a
hedge-laying session, guided by Neil Doyle, our
City Parks Ranger. March saw us rolling up our
sleeves for Bee Bank maintenance, tree care, and
scything, keeping our spaces healthy and thriving.

April was all about citizen science, as we took part
in the City Nature Challenge—what better way to
connect with nature than by observing and
recording our local wildlife!

This Spring, we’ve been collaborating with Brighton and Hove
City Council and Woodingdean Councillors to explore the
possibility of creating a wildflower meadow on Warren Road.
Through surveys and extensive community outreach, we’ve
gathered resident views, ensuring this proposal reflects the needs
and wishes of the local community. If you have any questions,
you can reach out to Woodingdean Councillors: Cllr Jacob Allen
and CllIr Jacqui Simon.

Want to stay in the loop about our activities, news,
and updates? Sign up to our email list
at woodingdeanwilderness(@gmail.com

Or join our Facebook group: Woodingdean
Wilderness Group at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/479812122755
043/ .
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FRIENDS OF HOVE PARK - SPRING TIME IN HOVE PARK

The sun is out and the park has been looking as good as
ever. Snowdrops scattered around the park with

a really great show in early Spring and few weeks later
the Park was ablaze with a great show of daffodils.

Purple Crocus Bulbs have multiplied over the years near
the famous miniature railway with thousands of bulbs
having been supplied by the Soiree Rotary club for their
cause Purple4Polio. Each year Friends of Hove Park
plant them, along with our great gardening team.
https://www.rotarygbi.org/projects/purple4polio/

FOHP have been working with the Council to
refurbish the Parks playground. Phase one for the
younger children is completed and the second phase
for older kids is also now finished being another great
addition for the local community to enjoy. At our
request the inclusion of a Zip Wire was added and is
proving to be an exciting success.

The tennis courts are up and running with
floodlights and all-weather surfaces along with the
ever-popular floodlight artificial football courts
which are always in use. We are working with the
council for the Basketball court to be refurbished,
for a gym trail around the perimeter of the park’s
walkway and for a clubhouse for the tennis players
which is all ongoing.

We had a very successful Easter Egg trail and
Bonnet parade on Good Friday.

Alan Moon, Chair FO Hove Park

https://www.facebook.com/lovehovepark/?locale=en_GB
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{ THE FRIENDS OF
4 BLAKERS PARK

Our most notable achievement this year has been the
fundraising campaign and subsequent repair of the mechanism
of the Victorian clock in Blakers Park. As with our tree planting
campaign the support and generosity of our neighbours was a
huge factor. An added bonus was the discovery that the
company who made the clock in 1896 were still in business and
therefore Gillet and Johnson were able to carry out the repair!

We have remaining funds to clean and restore, as far as it
possible, the fabric of the tower itself. At fifty feet it is made of
steel, cast iron and bronze and finished with a dolphin
weathervane. The clock’s distinctive decoration and delicate
design add to its rarity as one of the few remaining Victorian
clock towers still in its original park setting. Brighton & Hove
City Council will, after the repair, continue to fund annual
servicing and seasonal time changes to the clock.

Trees - We are delighted with the health and overall impact of the 42 new sponsored trees we planted

between 2019-2024.

Tennis - A Blakers Community Tennis CIC has been formed by local volunteers to submit a proposal to
BHCC to manage and maintain the two tennis courts in the park. If successful, they will introduce a not-for-
profit model and community tennis programme. This will create opportunities for all ages and abilities.

Fenced area - A petition is underway to restore the Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) and reinstate the
fenced area in the Park as a dedicated dog-free space for children, families, and the wider community.

For over 40 years, this fenced area has served as peaceful haven where school groups, nursery children and
families have gathered for games, and community events. However, the current PSPO did not include this
space within its dog-free designation, despite its historical use as a dog-free area. As a result, there has been

considerable confusion which hopefully will soon be resolved.

https://www.blakersparkbrighton.org.uk/
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FRIENDS OF HOLLINGBURY & BURSTEAD WOODS

After the devastation caused by the large machines used to remove the diseased Ash trees from Hollingbury
woods and the utter despair felt by our members and local residents when they saw the woods, there are
already signs of hope. The Hawthorn trees that were cut down for access are sprouting new shoots, and our
survey of the woods which we undertook in late April has revealed that we have more young Beech trees
than we thought and a considerable amount of evergreen Holly, which is attracting the Holly Blue butterfly
in great numbers.

We have identified the areas suitable for planting new canopy
trees and other spaces where we can plant shrubs to provide
food and shelter for birds, small mammals and insects.

Although a lot of the Ash was removed for timber to help
offset the cost of the felling to the taxpayer, the Council did
leave, at our request, some of the large tree trunks. These will
slowly be colonised by fungi, woodlice and beetles and so the
process of decay and the natural lifecycle of the woods will
begin again.

Pic shows healthy new shoots emerging from the stump of the
diseased Ash tree.

We shall be applying to the Woodland Trust for their free tree
packs and have been in contact with Special Branch at Stanmer
to source locally grown young whips for the understorey
planting. We are hoping to organise a family tree planting
event this Autumn so that young children can plant a tree and
watch it grow.

Pic showing new shoots sprouting from the stump of one of the
many Hawthorn trees removed to access the diseased Ash.

info@fthbw.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofHollingburyand Burstead WoodsinBrighton

End
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